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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is responsive to application number (10698885) filed on October 
31, 2003. Claims 1-37 are pending and have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. Acknowledgement is made of applicant's information disclosure statement. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 Ln 1 1 
and 14, "an other" should be corrected to "another". Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. The article of manufacture of claims 24-27 do 

not comply with the requirements of MPEP 2106.01.1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-8, 10-17, 20-35, and 37 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Guedalia (US 6,536,043). 

As per claim 1, Guedalia discloses a data communications method comprising: 

providing configuration parameters regarding capabilities associated with a 
receiving device and usable to implement scaling of media data to be received (Fig 5, 
78; Col 21 Ln 64-Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 34-48); 

receiving media data scaled according to the configuration parameters and 
comprising a plurality of frames for generating a plurality of respective images (Fig 5, 
78; Col 21 Ln 64-Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 34-48); 

initially decoding compressed media data for an initial one of the frames and less 
than all of the frames (Col 3 Ln 25-35 and Col 23 Ln 50-57); 

initially displaying at least one visual image using the initially decoded media data 
(Col 3 Ln 25-35 and Col 23 Ln 50-57); 

randomly selecting another of the frames after the displaying (Fig 6, 79; Col 21 
Ln 47-63 and Col 30 Ln 48-59); 

subsequently decoding compressed media data of the other of the frames after 
the initially decoding and the initially displaying (Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46-67); and 

subsequently displaying another visual image using the subsequently decoded 
media data (Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46-67). 
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As per claim 2, Guedalia disclose The method of claim 1 wherein the initially 
decoding comprises decoding frames of a first type (Fig 2, 36; Col 3 Ln 25-35, Col 21 
Ln 5-18 and Col 23 Ln 50-57) and the subsequently decoding comprises decoding 
frames of a second type different than the first type, and wherein the first type of frames 
comprise data usable to decode the second type of frames (Fig 2, 36; Col 21 Ln 5-18 
and Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 3, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the media data 
comprises data for a plurality of multiple sequences of visual images synchronized with 
one another (Figs 3A and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18 and Col 28 Ln 10-43). 

As per claim 4, Guedalia disclose the method of claim 1 further comprising 
accessing a user input entered responsive to user navigation of the at least one visual 
image (Col 23 Ln 50- Col 24 Ln 13), and wherein the randomly selecting comprises 
selecting the other of the frames responsive to the user input (Fig 6, 79; Col 21 Ln 47- 
63 and Col 30 Ln 48-59). 

As per claim 5, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
compressed media data comprises data for a sequence of a plurality of images (Figs 3A 
and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18 and Col 28 Ln 10-43), and the randomly selecting comprises 
selecting the other of the frames out of sequence (Fig 6, 79; Col 21 Ln 47-63 and Col 30 
Ln 48-59). 

As per claim 6, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
subsequently decoding (Fig 2, 36) comprises decoding compressed media data of no 
more than one frame to display the other visual image (Fig 2, 36; Col 21 Ln 5-18). 
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As per claim 7, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

accessing the configuration parameters within a sending device (Fig 5, 78; Col 
21 Ln 64-Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 34-48); and 

scaling the compressed media data according to the configuration parameters to 
provide data steams of the compressed media data comprising different amounts of 
data for a given subject (Fig 5, 78; Col 21 Ln 64-Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 34-48). 

As per claim 8, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 7 wherein the scaling 
comprises scaling according to at least one of temporal, spatial, signal-to-noise ratio, 
and interactivity scaling attributes (Col 21 Ln 5-18). 

As per claim 10, Guedalia discloses a compressed media data decoding method 
comprising: 

accessing compressed media data of a plurality of frames corresponding to a 
sequence of images, wherein the frames correspond to a plurality of respective images 
of the sequence (Figs 3A and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18, Col 27 Ln 46-67 and Col 28 Ln 10- 
43); 

accessing a plurality of data requests for selected ones of the images (Col 27 Ln 
46-67); 

selecting respective ones of the frames of the media data responsive to the data 
requests (Fig 6, 79; Col 21 Ln 47-63, Col 27 Ln 46-67 and Col 30 Ln 48-59); and 

decoding compressed image data of the selected ones of the frames, wherein 
the decoding comprises decoding at least some of the frames out of sequence 
responsive to the selecting (Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46-67). 
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As per claim 1 1 , Guedalia discloses the method of claim 10 further comprising 
receiving the frames in a linear order corresponding to the sequence of the images 
(Figs 3A and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18 and Col 28 Ln 10-43). 

As per claim 12, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 10 wherein the 
accessing the compressed media data comprises receiving the compressed media data 
within a recipient communications device (Col 27 Ln 46-Col 28 Ln 3), and further 
comprising providing configuration parameters corresponding to capabilities of the 
recipient communications device, and the receiving comprises receiving the 
compressed media data scaled according to the configuration parameters (Fig 5, 78; 
Col 21 Ln 64-Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 34-48). 

As per claim 13, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 10 further comprising: 
decoding compressed media data of a plurality of a first type of frames, and wherein the 
data requests correspond to images generated using media data of the first type of 
frames, and wherein the decoding the selected ones of the frames comprises decoding 
a second type of frames different than the first type of frames (Fig 2, 36; Col 21 Ln 5-18 
and Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 14, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 13 wherein the data 
requests correspond to user inputs of a user navigating the images generated using the 
media data of the first type of frames (Col 23 Ln 50- Col 24 Ln 13). 

As per claim 15, Guedalia discloses a compressed media data decoder 
comprising: 
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an interface configured to access compressed media data comprising a plurality 
of frames usable to generate a plurality of respective images, wherein the frames 
comprise a plurality of frame types (Figs 3A and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18, Col 27 Ln 46-67 
and Col 28 Ln 10-43); and 

processing circuitry coupled with the interface and configured to initially decode a 
first type of the frames at an initial moment in time to initiate viewing of at least one of 
the images (Col 3 Ln 25-35 and Col 23 Ln 50-57), to control a display to depict the at 
least one image, to access a data request for depiction of another one of the images 
after the depiction of the at least one image (Col 27 Ln 46-67), and to decode the 
compressed media data of another frame comprising a second type of frame using the 
initially decoded media data of the frame corresponding to the at least one image (Fig 2, 
36; Col 21 Ln 5-18 and Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 16, Guedalia discloses the decoder of claim 15 wherein the data 
requests are generated responsive to user interaction with the at least one image (Col 
23 Ln 50- Col 24 Ln 13 and Col 27 Ln 46-67), and the processing circuitry is configured 
to initially decode the first type of frames without user input (Col 3 Ln 25-35 and Col 23 
Ln 50-57). 

As per claim 17, Guedalia discloses the decoder of claim 15 wherein the 
compressed media data comprises data for a sequence of a plurality of images 
comprising a linear order (Figs 3A and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18, Col 27 Ln 46-67 and Col 28 
Ln 10-43), and the processing circuitry is configured to decode the compressed media 
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data of the another frame out of sequence and responsive to user input (Fig 2, 36; Col 
21 Ln 5-18, Col 23 Ln 50-Col 24 Ln 13, Col 27 Ln 46-67, and Col 30 Ln 45-57). 

As per claim 20, Guedalia discloses the decoder of claim 15 wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to control the display of at least one image prior to 
decoding of all of the accessed compressed media data (Fig 2, 36; Col 3 Ln 25-35 and 
Col 23 Ln 50-57). 

As per claim 21 , Guedalia discloses the decoder of claim 15 wherein the 
processing circuitry is further configured to provide configuration parameters 
corresponding to capabilities of a recipient communications device associated with the 
compressed media data decoder, and wherein the compressed media data comprises . 
data scaled according to the configuration parameters (Fig 5, 78; Col 21 Ln 5-18, Col 21 
Ln 64-Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 34-48). 

As per claim 22, Guedalia discloses the decoder of claim 21 wherein the 
processing circuitry is configured to decode the scaled data (Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46- 
67). 

As per claim 23, Guedalia discloses the decoder (Fig 2, 36) of claim 15 wherein 
the processing circuitry is configured to decode no more than a single one of the second 
type of frames to depict the another one of the images (Col 21 Ln 5-18). 

As per claim 24, Guedalia discloses an article of manufacture comprising: 
processor-usable media comprising programming configured to cause 
processing circuitry to: 
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access compressed media data of a plurality of frames for a plurality of images of 
a sequence (Figs 3A and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18, Col 27 Ln 46-67 and Col 28 Ln 10-43); 

access a plurality of data requests with respect to the compressed media data 
(Fig 6, 79; Col 21 Ln 47-63, Col 27 Ln 46-67 and Col 30 Ln 48-59); 

select at least some of the frames for decoding responsive to the data requests 
(Fig 6, 79; Col 21 Ln 47-63, Col 27 Ln 46-67 and Col 30 Ln 48-59); 

decode the compressed media data of the selected frames, wherein the selecting 
and decoding comprise selecting and decoding the compressed media data of the 
frames out of sequence; implement generation of respective images using the decoded 
media data (Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 25, Guedalia discloses the article of claim 24 wherein the 
compressed media data comprises data of the frames arranged in a linear order 
corresponding to the sequence of the images (Figs 3A and 3B; Col 21 Ln 5-18, Col 27 
Ln 46-67 and Col 28 Ln 10-43). 

As per claim 26, Guedalia discloses the article of claim 24 wherein the decoding 
comprises decoding the compressed media data of the selected ones of the frames in 
real time during user navigation of at least one of the images (Col 26 Ln 14-27 and Col 
28 Ln 66- Col 29 Ln 12). 

As per claim 27, Guedalia discloses the article of claim 24 wherein the 
programming is configured to cause processing circuitry to initiate decoding of at least 
some of the compressed media data without user input, and the data requests are 
generated responsive to user navigation of an image generated using media data 
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decoded without the user input (Fig 2, 36; Col 3 Ln 25-35, Col 23 Ln 50-57, and Col 27 
Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 28, Guedalia discloses a data communications system comprising: 
transmitting means for accessing media data of a plurality of frames for a 
sequence of visual images of at least one subject, for encoding the media data using a 
compression scheme providing compressed media data comprising a plurality of 
different frame types, and for outputting the compressed media data after the encoding; 
and 

receiving means coupled with the transmitting means and comprising means for 
receiving the compressed media data after the outputting, 

wherein the receiving means further comprises means for initiating decoding of 
the compressed media data of a first type of the frames less than all the frames to 
initiate viewing of one of the images of the subject (Fig 5, 78; Col 21 Ln 64-Col 22 Ln 7 
and Col 30 Ln 34-48), for accessing a plurality of data requests for images comprising 
compressed media data of a second type of the frames (Fig 6, 79; Col 21 Ln 47-63, Col 
27 Ln 46-67 and Col 30 Ln 48-59), and for decoding the compressed media data of 
respective requested ones of the second type of the frames responsive to the data 
requests (Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 29, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 wherein the 
transmitting means comprises means for transmitting the first type of frames at an initial 
moment in time (Col 3 Ln 25-35 and Col 23 Ln 50-57) and for transmitting the second 
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type of frames at a subsequent moment in time responsive to the data requests from 
the receiving means (Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 30, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 further comprising 
providing configuration parameters corresponding to capabilities of the receiving means, 
and the receiving comprises receiving the compressed media data scaled according to 
the configuration parameters (Fig 5; Col 21 Ln 64- Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 48-59). 

As per claim 31 , Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 wherein the receiving 
means comprises means for communicating respective configuration parameters to the 
transmitting means, and the transmitting means comprises means for scaling the 
compressed media data according to the configuration parameters (Fig 5; Col 21 Ln 64- 
Col 22 Ln 7 and Col 30 Ln 48-59). 

As per claim 32, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 wherein the receiving 
means comprises means for initiating the decoding without requests for the media data 
of the first type of frames (Col 3 Ln 25-35 and Col 23 Ln 50-57). 

As per claim 33, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 wherein the receiving 
means comprises means for depicting at least one visual image using media data of the 
initially decoded first type of frames prior to decoding of an entirety of the compressed 
media data (Col 3 Ln 25-35 and Col 23 Ln 50-57). 

As per claim 34, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 wherein the receiving 
means comprises means for decoding the compressed media data of the second type 
of frames using initially decoded media data of the first type of frames (Fig 2, 36; Col 21 
Ln 5-18 and Col 27 Ln 46-67). 
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As per claim 35, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 wherein the receiving 
means comprises means for decoding the compressed media data of the second type 
of frames responsive to user interaction with decoded media data of the first type of 
frames (Fig 2, 36; Col 21 Ln 5-18 and Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

As per claim 37, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28 wherein the receiving 
means comprises means for decoding the second type of the frames out of sequence 
(Fig 2, 36; Col 27 Ln 46-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

9. Claim 9, 18-19, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Guedalia (US 6,536,043). 

As per claim 9, Guedalia discloses the method of claim 1 . 
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However, Guedalia does not explicitly teach wherein the frames individually 
comprise temporal, spatial, signal-to-noise ratio, and interactivity levels of scalability. 

However, the examiner takes official notice that temporal, spatial, signal-to-noise 
ratio, and interactivity levels of scalability are standard processes in video compression 
and image enhancement. It would have been obvious to incorporate these levels of 
scalability for individual frames because it is a conventional procedure routinely 
implemented in the art. 

As per claim 18, Guedalia discloses the decoder of claim 15. 

However, Guedalia does not explicitly teach wherein the processing circuitry is 
configured to decode an entirety of the compressed media data of the first type of 
frames prior to decoding the compressed media data of the second type of frames. 

However, the examiner takes official notice that configuring the processing 
circuitry to decode an entirety of the compressed media data of the first type of frames 
prior to decoding the compressed media data of the second type of frames is 
conventional in MPEG standard to fully decode anchor frames prior to decoding En- 
frames. This procedure is routinely implemented in MPEG compression. 

As per claim 19, Guedalia discloses the decoder of claim 18 wherein the first 
type of frames comprise anchor frames (Col 21 Ln 5-18). 

As per claim 36, Guedalia discloses the system of claim 28. 

However, Guedalia does not explicitly teach wherein the receiving means 
comprises means for decoding all of the first type of frames comprising anchor frames 
before the receiving the data requests, and for depicting an image responsive to the 
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decoding the second type of frames comprising B frames, and for decoding no more 
than a single one of the B frames to depict the image. 

However, examiner takes official notice that the receiving means comprises 
means for decoding all of the first type of frames comprising anchor frames before the 
receiving the data requests, and for depicting an image responsive to the decoding the 
second type of frames comprising B frames, and for decoding no more than a single 
one of the B frames to depict the image is conventional in MPEG standard to fully 
decode anchor frames prior to decoding B-frames. This procedure is routinely 
implemented in MPEG compression. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chikaodili E. Anyikire whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1445. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 7:30 am to 5 
pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272 - 7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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